DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

It was regrettable :   her action gave much offence
to her hosts.

But whichever way she turned some difficult dil-
emma, often inseparable from her position, con-
fronted her. In Berlin she was practically forced to
approve the harsh fate of the dispossessed German
States : had she done otherwise she would only have
made more trouble for herself. But in Hanover she
was regarded as a Hanoverian Princess, and such
sentiments as she had expressed to her mother were
deeply resented there. One summer she intended to
go to a bathing resort on that coast with her children,
but the English Ambassador in Berlin thought that
this would be very unwise, for the Hanoverian aris-
tocracy would ignore her and would refuse any hospi-
tality she might offer them. He believed that in
days to come she might be of great use in restoring
good feeling between Prussia and the outrage^"
Hanoverians, but while there was such bitterness it
would be a great mistake to risk the rebuffs that
would surely await her,1

The years following the Austrian war were harassed
times for Princess Louis, Prussians continued to occupy
Darmstadt till the indemnity of 3,000,000 florins was
paid, and thenceforward half the Hessian troops were
under Prussian command : Prince Louis when on
military duty was obliged to have a Prussian officer
to ride by his side. Perhaps this was the bitterest
humiliation of all both for the Grand Duke, lately
the head of an independent State, and for him, and

1 Duke of Argyll, Passages from the Past) p. 360,
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